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English 1000 Syllabus Topics, Projects and Problems:  
A Project-based Approach to Writing, Reading, 

ad Rhetoric 

 

This course takes a project-based approach to writing and is designed to help you meet 
the writing and reading challenges you’ll face as you move across the curriculum in your 
English classes, history, science—all classes that include writing, reading, lecture and 
discussion. A project-based approach treats writing as a kind of assemblage, a gathering of 
ideas, experience, events, things, and 
people into one context. In this course, 
you’ll learn to see writing as a rhetorical 
act, that is to say, a thing that always takes 
place in a particular context.  
 
As part of this course, you’ll choose a 
project of interest to you and research, read 
and write in service to the project. You’ll 
work in new genres, experiment with new 
media, new methods of research and learn a 
whole new approach for improving your 
writing across a variety of situations.  We’ll 
focus on critical reading, writing, and 
thinking for a variety of situations, 
audiences, and purposes.  

Course Description 
Required Materials 

The text for this course is: 

 

The Write Project: 
A Concise Rhetoric for the 
Writing Classroom 
 
 

 

In addition to the text, you will need: 
 
Access to the Internet and at least two browsers, 
Safari, Google Chrome, Internet Explorer 

A Google  Account: Instructions are for creating an 
account are included in this course 

Adobe PDF Reader: A link to this free software is 
included in your Canvas Course  

A word processing program: The program you use 
must allow you to save your documents as .doc or 
.docx files.. Google Docs is the preferred program. 
You may also use Open Office  

 

 
Instructor:  
 
Class Meets: 
 
Room # 
 
Office Hours:  
 
Office:  

Office phone:  
Text messages: 
Email:  
 
 

Course Objectives  

Demonstrate understanding of writing as a 
rhetorical act, gain rhetorical awareness of 
audience, purpose, context, and genre in 
written and oral forums (papers and class 
discussion), and use a rhetorical vocabulary 
effectively.  

Rhetorical Knowledge 

more on 2 

Critical Thinking  

Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and 
thinking skills, learning to inquire into issues 
and problems, explore and interrogate multiple 
perspectives, negotiate meanings across a 
diverse array of positions, and problematize 
oversimplifications. 

Identify and engage process as an integral 
component of college-level writing. 

Writing Process  

 
 Genre Awareness 

Composing in Electronic Environments  

Expand and develop skills and knowledge 
needed for composing texts in multimodal 
contexts 

Demonstrate basic knowledge of conventions of a variety 
of genres used across multiple contexts. 

 

What’s in this syllabus? 

How to take this course        2 

Grading    3 

Classroom Policies     4 

Additional Resources  5 

 
Please see instructor for a complete 
and full explanation of  program 
outcomes.   

Martin Luther King Jr.  

http://www.adobe.com/products/reader.edu.html
http://www.microsoftstore.com/store/msstore/en_US/pd/Office-University-2010/productID.229301900?Icid=Student_Main_OfficeUniv_FeatImage
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What you need before you begin: 

If you’ll be working from home and on a computer 
that you own, you’ll want to be sure and acquire 
the required materials. Consider backing up and 
updating your operating system (i.e. Windows or 
Mac) before you begin the course. If your computer 
is not able to perform the functions needed, you 
will need to make time to use the computers on 
campus. English 1000 includes many multimedia 
elements, interactives, videos, and podcasts.  

21

English 1000 

English 1000 is offered as a fully online course, a multiday hybrid, 
and a hybrid. This means that some if not all of your lessons will be 
online. In this course, you’ll have many opportunities to learn how to 
navigate UVU’s learning module system, Canvas, become familiar 
with the many resources that UVU has to offer, and gain the 
confidence needed to write well, at home, in the classroom, and in 
your work place.  

Writing is a life long endeavor and this course will help you 
understand better what you need to know to write when writing for 
familiar and unfamiliar situations,   

In this course, you’ll begin by drawing on what you already know not 
only acquired skills but also your history, experience, the people you 
know, your interests and hopes for the future. It’s in this context that 
you will start to think about your writing as a process, relevant to 
your everyday life in the university, your work place and at home.  

You’ll have an opportunity to consider what resources, ideas, 
experiences, and people are especially valuable to you in drafting, 
revising and preparing your work for particular audiences. 
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Writing as a Rhetorical Act 

Traditional English courses often focus on familiarizing students with 
specific kinds of writing and the “rules” applied to what are called 
“genres,” for example, “reports,” “argumentative essays” and 
“summaries.”  While it’s useful to have a sense of what is expected when 
writing in a particular genre, we’ve come to understand that writing is a 
far more complex and rich undertaking than a focus on rules, style, 
grammar, and punctuation might have us believe.  

Writing is a fundamentally rhetorical act and is effective or not depending 
on the overall context in which it takes place. It’s by considering the 
context that we begin to improve our writing. For this reason, we’ll be 
taking a project-based approach to writing--researching, reading, and 
writing in service to projects of interest to you.  

Writing produced in this class is treated as rhetorical in nature. What this 
means is that rather than focusing primarily on the rules of grammar and 
punctuation isolated from any context, our first step will always be to 
understand fully the situation for which we are writing—audience, 
purpose, genre, political and social climate, when and where our writing 
will be read and what we want our words to do. 

Your ability to assess the situation will help you whenever you need to 
write – whether you need to compose an essay for your next English class, 
a Facebook invite for an event for friends and family, or a memo for the 
company you work for 

1

All The Writing That You Do… 
 
All the writing that you do in this course will be writing in service to some kind 
of project. Through these projects, you will learn how to reflect on the situation 
you are writing in and adjust your writing accordingly.  

You’ll learn to use writing as a tool to help you explore topics that matter to you, 
consider critically problems related to these topics and ultimately as a way to 
contribute to solving a problem that you care about.   

 

How to take this course… 

(continued) 
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Grading 

Active Learning and Portfolios 
+ 

1

Active Learning 

Throughout the semester, you’ll submit daily assignments, all of which are part of what we call the “Active Learning Grade.” In order 
to place emphasis on writing and engagement and to focus attention on writing to learn and writing to produce vs. writing for a grade, 
you will not receive a letter grade on assignments leading up to the portfolio. For these assignments, you will receive a “complete” or 
an “incomplete.” You will also receive detailed instructions from your instructor in how to best revise your work before you submit to 
a portfolio for a letter grade. At the end of each unit, you will make final revisions to a selection of assignments based on instructor 
feedback and submit these to an electronic portfolio. Your instructor will then assign a letter grade.  

Remember, you will need to receive a C- or above for the final grade to enroll in English 1010. 

If you are concerned about your grade, be sure to stay in close contact with your professor throughout the semester and work on 
revising each assignment before it is due to be submitted to the portfolio.  

2

Active Learning Grade - 10 % 

The Active Learning Assignments 
includes all of the rough drafts, 
response letters, peer-reviews, 
discussion board posts, and other 
smaller assignments you complete 
during the semester.  

These assignments are graded as either 
complete (full credit) or partial credit 
(late.) or incomplete (no credit).  

You will receive full credit for meeting 
the basic requirements and turning the 
assignments in on time, partial credit if 
an assignment is turned in late, and no 
credit if an assignment is turned in later 
than one week after the due date. 

3

Portfolios – 90% 
 
You will compile your work into a portfolio and be assigned a letter grade three 
times over the course of the semester. Each portfolio will be assigned a grade for the 
collection of work as a whole. Your grade will be based on the quality of your work, 
your responsiveness to instructor feedback. 

Portfolio 1 – 20%: This narrative portfolio consists of two letters in response to 
assigned readings, a personal response and an analysis; a reflection on a memorable 
event, a short story, and a perspectives essay.  
 
Portfolio 2 – 30%: In the research portfolio consists of all the work that you will do 
towards researching your project. The portfolio will include an annotated 
bibliography, an e-mail, an interview protocol, and a research report. 

Portfolio 3 – 40%: This project portfolio is the culminating work for the semester, 
the result of all the hard work that you’ve completed in preparation for proposing a 
project of particular interest to you. The final portfolio includes a multimedia 
presentation, a Deliverable (a multimedia project representative of your proposed 
project); and a well-researched written proposal.  

 

(continued) 

In this project-based course, you are being asked to practice, take risks, make connections, and 
develop both the rhetorical awareness and skills needed to improve your writing across multiple 
contexts. Competence in this course is marked by willingness and an increasing capacity to choose 
topics for assignments thoughtfully and participate actively in the revision process, as well as 
respond effectively to other’s work. You should feel free to meet with your professor online and in 
person to discuss your progress anytime throughout the semester. 

As you begin the semester and work your way through the lessons, keep in mind that project-based 
courses require you to be fully engaged in the coursework and choose topics that interest you and 
that you want to learn more about. 
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Late Work 

Most assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. on the date specified in Canvas. 
Assignments submitted late will receive a deduction for every day that the 
assignment is late, and you will not receive any credit if submitted more than a week 
after the due date. Extensions will be granted, but it’s important that the student 
contact me before the due date to receive full credit.  Keep up with the readings, 
videos, and recordings on a daily basis and it is likely that you’ll do well. 

Academic Honesty 

In cases where a student is suspected of plagiarism or “cheating” the student is likely 
to receive an “F” for the assignment; a second offense means that you fail the course 
and will be reported to the Department Chair and to the Career and Academic 
Counseling Center. 

Incidents of plagiarism take place for a number of reasons: when students fear that 
they do not have the skills or the time to complete the work assigned and when 
students are unaware of the expectations regarding the use of other’s work. You will 
want to make every effort to both avoid falling behind and to speak with your 
instructor to ensure that you understand how and when to use the work of others 
appropriately. 

Below are some definitions of what constitutes academic misconduct taken from 
the 2008-2009 Utah Valley University Catalog.  Please read the complete "Student 
Rights and Responsibilities" section on pp. 31-32 so that you are aware of your 
academic responsibilities. 

Plagiarism/ Fabrication 

Fabrication is the use of invented information or the falsification of research or other 
findings.  "Plagiarism is the act of appropriating any other person's or group's ideas 
or work (written, computerized, artistic, etc.) or portions thereof and passing them 
off as the product of one's own work in any academic exercise or activity.” A 
primary objective in this course is to demonstrate the ability to discern what is and is 
not plagiarism. As our access and use of digital information increases, this presents 
an increasing challenge to students and instructors. It’s important that you consult 
with your instructor regarding the use of others words and thoughts. 

Ways to Avoid Plagiarism and Fabrication and effectively ”Recycle" the work of 
others: 

• Quoting: word-for-word copy of the original text with citation 
• Paraphrasing: restatement of the original text in [your own words], while 

giving credit to the original author. 
• Summarizing: restatement of a longer original text into a shorter text, 

making certain to give credit to the original author. 
• Allusions (or, Intertextual Uses): restatement-making reference to the 

original text. 
• Collocation: common language (of the length of a few words) occurring in 

numerous texts. (This is an acceptable method for learning to write in most 
beginning composition classes. Be sure to check with your instructor.) 

 

(continued) 

 Communicating with the 
professor:  

Students, who meet with me outside of 
class, in my office, or online, find that 
their grades improve radically.  Please 
feel free to schedule an appointment 
via text or stop by during my office 
hours. I welcome the opportunity to 
clarify assignments and check work 
during office hours. 

Improvement in your writing increases 
exponentially when you learn to 
identify in your own writing what needs 
to be revised and take the time to 
make those changes. Much of the work 
you do in this course is designed so 
that you can learn this valuable skill. 
This is an area of expertise that you 
will want to take time cultivating. You 
are expected to pay close attention to 
“The Revision Tasks” provided for each 
major writing assignment. While you 
will receive feedback on most major 
assignments, you should take the 
initiative throughout the 4-weeks to 
ask for detailed comments on any 
assignment if you are unsure of your 
work and how to proceed or revise. 

Feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns before the 
semester begins and throughout the 
course. Here are various ways that you 
can reach me: 

Please contact me through Canvas. If 
a more urgent reply is needed or 
you’d like to schedule a conference 
by phone or in my office, you can 
reach me in the following ways. 

Email: jpreston@uvu.edu 

Text: 740-505-2452 

Office: LA 221G 

Policies  

http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/uvsc/coursecatalog0809/#/0
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/uvsc/coursecatalog0809/#/32
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/uvsc/coursecatalog0809/#/32
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Open Computer Labs: 

 
"Computer Loft" SC 215 (863-6081) 
Monday –Thursday:  
7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
Friday:  
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
“Fishbowl” SC 116 (863-8390) 
Monday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Friday   
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 
Closed 
 
“Greenhouse” SB 101 (863-7147) 
Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Saturday  
Closed 

 

 

The Writing Center (WC):  

The Writing Center (863-8396), located in LI 208 (In the 
UVU Library), and is a free service to you.  Tutors are 
available to give you one-on-one help with writing 
assignments for any of your classes, yet they know the 
assignments for our courses especially well. The WC also 
offers online tutorials, so you can get tutored while sitting at 
home! Call them for details. Web link to Writing Center 
information: http://uvu.edu/owl/infor/index.html. They are 
open Mondays-Thursdays from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, on 
Fridays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, and Saturdays from 10:00 
am to 3:00 pm. 

If you wish to visit the WC, you should sign up for an 
appointment at the desk in LI 208, online or call them 863-
8396. While the WC will take walk-ins if they are able, 
making an appointment with them is the best way to ensure 
that you are seen. Bring your assignment handouts, your 
writing, comments from the instructor, and any 
questions you have.  

Remember the WC gets especially busy when assignments 
are due, around midterms, and during finals. Call EARLY! 

Attention: Students with Disabilities: 

If you have any disability that may impair your ability to 
successfully complete this course, please contact the 
Accessibility Services Department (BU-146; 863-8747; 
www.uvu.edu/asd/). Academic Accommodations are granted 
for all students who have qualified, documented disabilities.  
Services are coordinated with the student and instructor by 
the Accessibility Services Department.  

Learning Assistance: 

University College assists students who are having 
problems with test taking, concentration, attendance, and all 
types of study skills.   

If you have any diagnosed learning or physical disability, 
which may impair your ability to successfully complete this 
course, please let the instructor know at the first class 
meeting. 

Academic Advisor  

For additional resources, contact Gayla Amosa, the 
academic advisor for the Department of Basic Composition 
and ESL  

GAYLA AMOSA 

Office: LA 209f 
Phone: 801.863.8729 
Email: gayla.amosa@uvu.edu 

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES 

http://uvu.edu/owl/infor/index.html
http://www.uvu.edu/asd/
mailto:gayla.amosa@uvu.edu

